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Germany’s first small car was launched 50 years
ago: the Audi 50

® The “mini Audi” provided the template for the VW Polo
e A total of 180,828 Audi 50s were built between 1974 and 1978

Ingolstadt, April 4, 2024 - It arrived at just the right time: The Audi 50, the first small car
from a German manufacturer, was launched in 1974, shortly after the beginning of the oil
crisis in 1973. Its fuel consumption was economical, and its design pioneering: front-wheel
drive with a transverse engine, a two-door hatchback with a large trunk and fold-down
backrest, compact external dimensions, and appealing road performance and driving
characteristics. Moreover, the Audi 50 was a blueprint for the structurally almost identical
VW Polo, which was launched seven months later, leveraging synergies within the
Volkswagen Group - already a recipe for success half a century ago.

It was meant to be modern and versatile, the new Audi 50 - and complete the model range of
the Audi 80 and Audi 100 at the bottom end. As early as 1970, the engineers at Audi NSU Auto
Union AG started work on the project, spearheaded by CTO Ludwig Kraus. They were looking for a
successor to the stalwart NSU small car, which was nearing the end of production. The
developers constantly had the following goal: “A contemporary car must be the right size for
today’s imperatives,” as stated in the design manifesto for the Audi 50. The key to success was
the transverse engine. This allowed the Ingolstadt engineers to fashion a car with a relatively
large interior despite its total length of 3.49 meters. Two versions of the “mini Audi,” which
weighs just 685 kilograms, were launched: the Audi 50 LS with 50 PS and the Audi 50 GL with
60 PS, both with 1.17-liter engines. The Audi 50 LS had a maximum speed of 142 kph, while the
Audi 50 GL maxed out at 152 kph. The 50-PS version used regular gasoline, but the more
powerful 60-PS car needed super-gasoline. In 1977, the latter variant was replaced by a newly
developed 1,300 cc engine, which ran on ordinary gasoline. Responsibility for designing the
appearance of the Audi 50 was entrusted to Hartmut WarkuB, who had previously designed the
Audi 80. WarkuR crafted a delicate, timeless form around the package built by Ludwig Kraus.

The Ingolstadt team presented the Audi 50 to the international media in Sardinia in the summer
of 1974. It reached dealers for the first time on October 26: the Audi 50 LS was priced at 8,195
Deutschmarks, and the Audi 50 GL at 8,510 Deutschmarks. The “mini Audi” was planned and
developed initially at Neckarsulm and later at Technical Development Ingolstadt and was built at
the Volkswagen plant in Wolfsburg. Precisely 43,002 Audi 50 models had come off the
assembly lines in Wolfsburg by March 31, 1975, when production also started on the
structurally almost identical VW Polo. Production of the Audi 50 ceased in the summer of 1978,
by which time 180,828 models had been built. From then on, Audi has concentrated more on
mid-range and higher-end cars. Even if the Audi 50 blossomed only for a few short years, it
established the small-car segment in the Volkswagen Group; subsequently, millions of VW Polos
were built over its various generations.
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The Audi logo consisting of the four rings symbolizes the Audi, DKW, Horch, and Wanderer brands, which
were merged into Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU merged in 1969 and played a major role in
shaping the development of the automobile. Finally, in 1985, Audi NSU Auto Union AG became AUDI AG.
Since 1998, Audi Tradition/Auto Union GmbH, together with NSU GmbH, has been maintaining and
presenting Audi’s extensive and wide-ranging history. The Audi museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt
is open daily from Monday to Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. and from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Saturdays, Sundays, and public holidays. The August Horch Museum Zwickau is open Tuesday through Sunday
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. AUDI AG and the city of Zwickau each hold a 50 percent stake in August Horch
Museum Zwickau gGmbH. www.audi.de/tradition

Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACl). The umbrella organization officially
recognized by AUDI AG represents all of the Audi brand clubs as well as the clubs of the predecessor brands
of today’s AUDI AG. For more information, please visit www.audi-club-international.de

The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 21 locations in 12
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide.

In 2023, the Audi Group delivered 1.9 million Audi vehicles, 13,560 Bentley vehicles, 10,112 Lamborghini
vehicles, and 58,224 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2023 fiscal year, Audi Group achieved a total
revenue of €69.9 billion and an operating profit of €6.3 billion. Worldwide, an annual average of more than
87,000 people worked for the Audi Group in 2023, more than 53,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With
its attractive brands and numerous new models, the group is systematically pursuing its path toward
becoming a provider of sustainable, fully networked premium mobility.
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